Computer-aided decision support in acute abdominal pain, with special reference to the EC concerted action.
This presentation describes the use of computer aided decision support in acute abdominal pain. The need for such support is explored and the feasability of providing support is described with reference to studies involving nearly 100,000 patients. It is argued that the provision of computer aided decision support can lead to substantial and practical benefit in clinical care--but this is mostly due to the constant stimulus towards "doing it right". This in turn depends upon the provision of a consensus view of "good medicine" in the area concerned; and on an international level strongly argues the case for multi-national cooperative studies to define good medicine and make it available. One such study (the European Community Concerted Action on Acute Abdominal Pain) is described.